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Dear Seward, 

»e have bsen nr! ting back end forth about Fiac!c f s presence at the 
autopsy cnc hew he ceai6 to be there. Bearing on thiE*, or on his readiness 
to be there, hit availability, I cite one of the most untrustworthy, least 
responsible sources, Jim BishAp. 

Bishop can be fitfully wrong about most things and still right obout 
some. nis connections ;*ni rep aid get aim access to acplo who would be un- 
eve liable to moat. ~-<o natter how incompetent his ?;ork, not wetter how treecly, 
it would b*. wrong to assume anything ne says is unworthy cf our own tnougnt 
simply because some people did speak to aim. 

I nave the paperbacked edition only, At the top of p. 30C he soys 
tnet ^neral Jliftcn paoned Salter Hood hospital frex the plune ’’end said the 
autopsy would be performed tnare". Toward the bottom of the sane page, he telle 
that Barkley got Mrs. JFiC^to agree on the ground the bullet (singular) nad to 
be removed for evidence and tout it should be a military in titution because 
security w^s nece aary - for a dead man! TTeturelly, , ^hea ho said he was Kavy 
and the President had been Itevy, if nothing else made her think to sey 3ethesda, 
this should hsve. If one vjftited to built a conspiracy against Burkley..... 


llcwover, assuming Clifton did make this call be. foro the plane landed 
in Washington, Walter Peed t» 82 alerted, was expecting to do it, and someone 
should have been In toueu v/ith ITiuck to be tue.e, if not do tuc job, because he 
wee need cf the Army f a wound ballistics biencn. So, ha 3 houlu neve been at 
least on tap, and, ..nan it was kuo«a the autopsy was to be it Bethesde, ml, ht 
have considered tnet he might be wanted. If one v 7 ere to conjecture, beceuse ^lifton 
apparently -/anted the Army to do it, would it be unreasonable he might have 
suggest a i to ^lumber g tost he could offer Finek? 

Clifton, I enow, has a deep disquiet about the assassination, but my 
source is bound to respect confidence end did heve a confidential relationship 
with him, therefore, I have never mentioned this end cennot. I do not kno~ why. 

This is e very bed book sad I can take only so much of it at e time. 

If I find anything else relevant to this, I* 11 let you know. Meanwhile, assuming 
J liftcQ did phone 7T Iter Hoed, cn his own in consul tst-on with or 8t the sugqestio 
of another or others, does it have any mosninr to you? It would seem he did not 
discuss it v th Durkiey, r3th9r imu surly. 


Sincerely, 






ME '*..11, 




